Trinity 18

The Collect
LORD, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the
devil; and with pure hearts and minds to follow thee, the
only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson
Exodus 22:21-27

"You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall not afflict
any widow or orphan. If you do afflict them, and they cry
out to me, | will surely hear their cry; and my wrath will
burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives
shall become widows and your children fatherless. "If you
lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you
shall not be to him as a creditor, and you shall not exact
interest from him. If ever you take your neighbor's garment
in pledge, you shall restore it to him before the sun goes
down; for that is his only covering, it is his mantle for his
body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, |
will hear, for I am compassionate.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 18:1-2, 47-50

1: I love thee, O LORD, my strength.

2: The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
47: the God who gave me vengeance and subdued peoples
under me;

48: who delivered me from my enemies; yea, thou didst
exalt me above my adversaries; thou didst deliver me
from men of violence.

49: For this I will extol thee, O LORD, among the nations,
and sing praises to thy name.

50: Great triumphs he gives to his king, and shows
steadfast love to his anointed, to David and his
descendants for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



The Epistle
1 Corinthians 1:4-8

| give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of
God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way
you were enriched in him with all speech and all knowledge
-- even as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among
you -- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; who
will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel
Glory be to thee, O Lord

Matthew 22:34-46

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the
Sad'ducees, they came together. And one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question, to test him. "Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the law?" And he said to him, "You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the law and the prophets.” Now while the
Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a
question, saying, "What do you think of the Christ? Whose
son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David." He said
to them, "How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit,
calls him Lord, saying, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at
my right hand, till 1 put thy enemies under thy feet'? If
David thus calls him Lord, how is he his son?" And no one
was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did any
one dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ



